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77. Lord Arch Biſhop of Armagh, | 
_ Primate of all Ireland, 
© Theſe PAPERS. 
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By His GRACE 
Moſt Dutiful and Obedient Son, 


And eyer Obliged Humble Seryant, 


. JosiAR TUCKER. 


e ũͤ ta )) ̃ Ü—ʃ‚ , . bon OR . 


,F 4 ” 


223 „4 2 20 * 


mug a han 1 
— — OI — — —— 


FREFACE 


Hat I have to ſay, by way of Preface and 
'Y Apology for appearing ſo late, and as it 
were, at the cloſe of thus Controver ſy, 1s this : That 
his Grace, the Lord Primate having ſent over in 
June laſt, viz. 1741. to an eminent Perſon , 
then reſident in Briſtol, to get him an authentick 
Account of the Diviſions and Yuarrels of the Me- 
thodsfts, He was pleaſed to think favourably of 
me, as being a Perſon well acquainted with their 
Principles and Proceedings, and therefore the bet- 
ter qualified to make an Eſſay towards giving a 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to his Grace's Inquirtes. 

That when I had done the beſt I could to this 
Purpoſe, the Performance had the good fortune to 
be honoured with the generous Approbation of his 
4 who was plea fed to deſire the Publication 
of it. | 

That when I was preparing for this, it ſeemed 
to me neceſſary to add ſomething by Way of Ap- 
pendix, ſetting forth the Judgment of the Church 
of England relating to the Doctrine of Fuſtifica- 
tion: which when finiſhed Jeon peruſed by a 
great Number of Friends, it was at laſt thought 
more adviſeable, that it ſhould be reſerved, as a 
ſhort Diſſertation by it ſelf, and that this Trea- 
ti ſe ſhould be ſent —— without it. 
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METHOD I SM., &c. 


I, EFORE the Miethodiſte came abroad 
Fu into the world, and whilſt they were 
V7 forming their Syſtems and opinions 
in the Univerſity, they choſe to put 
themſelves chiefly under the Direction of the 
Writings of Mr William Law, the Author of the 
Chriſtian Perfection, Serious Call, and other 
Tracts, For they looked upon this Gentle- 
man as their Tutor, tho not reſident upon the 
Spot; or (to uſe the expreſſion, which I have 
been informed Mr Charles We/lty did uſe, when 
ſpeaking of him, and of the riſe of the Me- 
thodiſts) as their Schoolmaſter to bring them unto 
Chriſt. And I doubt not, but upon examina- 
tion it will appear, that both Mr Vhitſſeld, and 
Mr Weſley {till retain ſomething of the Plan 
they firſt ſet out upon. --- Which makes their 
Oppoſitions look the more extraordinary, and 
their Inconſiſtencies the greater. 
2. Now in Order to give a clear view of 


Mr 


16 
3 , ' 
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[8 ] 
Mr Law's Hypotheſis, I muſt be forced to sketch 
aut a ſhort draught of ſome part both of the 
Calviniſtical, and Arminian Syſtem; becauſe bs 
ſeems to be formed out of both theirs, agree- 


ing ſometimes with the one, and ſometimes. 


with the other. 

3. With reſpect to Caloin:;/m, it begins with 
aſſerting, That mankind upon the fall not on- 
ly loſt that grace, in which their original recti- 
tude and perfection conſiſted, but contracted a 
poſitive malignity, or a conſtitutional propenſity to 
Sin and Wickedneſs. $ 

That this Depravity and Corruption is ſo 
great, 1 hat Man of himſelf is utterly incapable of 
making the leaft attempt to turn from Sin and 
Wickedneſs to God and Religion. 

That therefore, till God is pleaſed to endow 
him with new ſpiritual powers, i. e. to work a 
freſh Creation in his Soul, whereby he becomes 
regenerated, or is born again, he muſt inevitably 
remain in ſtatu quo, i. e. in a ſtate of perdition. 

Now in conſequence of theſe poſitions, the 
Calomiſts are obliged to maintain further, That 
this new Creation is irreſſſtible and inſtantaneous, 


as it is wrought by Virtue of the abſolute De- 
cree of the Almighty. That therefore Man is 


meerly paſſive in it; That he muſt know preciſely, 
and feel when this new and mighty change is 


wrought within him ; and that from this Time 


forward he is aſſured of his Salvation, and A- 

nal perſeverance, and is capacitated to co-operate 

with the means of grace ordained for that end; 
all which he was not before. 

4. The Arminian Hypotheſis is, that human 

| Nature 
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Nature is indeed much fallen from it's firſt Per- 
fection, and that all it s Faculties and Powers are 
greatly impaired and degenerated. (1 

But yet, that our Condition is not ſo deplo- 
rable, but that there are ſomeremazns of our firſt 
and Paradiſiacal ſtate ſtill ſubſiſtiug; by virtue 
of which we can co-operate with the Grace of 
God, and ſo ſomething on our own part with 
the internal Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, tho' we 
can do nothing without it. 9 | 

Conſequently, That the Phraſe a New Crea- 
ture &c. is not to be underſtood ſtridtly and pro- 
perly (as if a new Creation had actually, and 
indeed commenced within us) but only meta- 
phorically, denoting the great change, which the 
ſincere practice of Religion brings about in our 


tempers and diſpoſitions; That therefore, there 


are degrees of Regeneration, according to the 
Influence that Religion has over our hearts; 
and that it is generally the work of time; That 
men are not altogether paſſive in it; That, in the 
ordinary way, grace doth. not act zrreſiſtioly ; 
And that it's influences are ſecret and impercepti- 
ble, working in a con- natural way with our own 
Powers. E 
5. Mr Law from theſe two famous Syſtems 
builds up a new one of his own, borrowing ſuch 
materials from each that he approyed of, and 


% 


For he begins with ſuppoſing the State of 
Man, upon the fall, to be as bad as the Calvi- 


nts ſuppoſe, or rather much worſe, being no 


other than.a mixture of the Brate-and Devil. 


But whereas the Calviniſts maintain, That 


* 


is this 


L 10 
this State remains wnaltered in the generality of 
mankind to this day; That a Man is born into 
the World with it, and may die in the ſame 
Condition, unleſs God has particularly elefed 
him, and ſpiritually created him a new: Mr Law 


argues, That preſently upon the fall another 


Principle took place in human Nature; viz. A 
redeeming Power, or Inſtindt of Goodneſs, a ca- 
pacity of being ſaved, or a Faculty whereby we 
can now co-operate with all other Aſſiſtances both 
human and divine. This he aſſerts to be the 
ſame with Preventing Grace, when praperly un- 
derſtood; and that it is an univerſal and com- 
mon Fund given to all men to begin with, not 
limited to ſelat, or particular Perſons. 


From hence it appears, that Mr Law ſuppa- 


ſes people to be born with this principle, 1. e. 


that it is an inberent faculty, tho a ſupernataral 


one; and that it doth not come at ſame parti- 
gular period of our lives, as the Catoin;ſts main- 
tain, but difcovers itſelf within us (in the like 
manner as the faculty of reaſon does) as ſoon 
as ever we have need of 4t. --- So that with re- 
ſpect to the moral ſlats of human nature, as a 
matter of fact, he agrees with the Arminiant, 
tho he diſagrees with them in accounting for 
it: They afferting, That the degree of good- 
neſs (which you may ſuppoſe to be the Stan- 
dard of our moral nature, before it is either 
diminiſhed, or increaſed by our own conduct) 
now found in man, is the remaint of the Para- 
diſſacal ſtate; and he, That it is the promiſe, 
which then took effect in our moral 
conſtitution, That the ſeed ef the woman. Ju 
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bruiſe the ſerpent's head. Therefore this reſtor d 
Grace, This Seed of the Woman, Inward Goſpel, 
or Chriſt within us, This Principle of Holineſs, Ca- 
¶ pacity of obtaining Salvation, Inſtinct of Gooaneſs, 
This moral Senſe, taſte, or reliſk, Conſcience, new 
creation, infuſed Habit, or whatever elſe you may 
term it (or it has been termed by others) is 
8 /trily and truly the beginningt of virtue in the 
mind, the ſeeds, of religion, which are after- 
wards left to us to cultivate and improve, or 
a ſubſtratum tor us to build upon. 

According to this Doctrine, The new Creation, 
which the Calviniſts talk of, is in ſome meaſure 
already paſt, Since mankind, in general, are al- 
ready re- endomed with a capacity. of working out 
their own ſalvation. And Regeneration ( or the 
bringing on the new Creature to Maturity) 
ſeems to conſiſt in nothing more than a proper 
Improvement of this Talent. Conſequently that 
it is not any fixed and determinate ſtate, but a 
gradual Progreſs, begun, and carried on with 
divine Grace. 

Vet this Doctrine ſo far agrees with the Cal. 
viniſte, as to make the nem Creation, a real thing 
without any trope or figure, tho not in the 
Calviniſtital ſenſe. For it ſuppoſes Chriſt to 
have been the real and proper, tho ſpiritual Pa- 
rent of the new as Adam was the real and 
proper Parent of the old man: i. e. of our ſpiri- 
tual Depravities. --- But for a more full and 
exact Explication of his Tenets, and the con- 
ſequences of them, See his Anſwer to the 
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12 
plain account, wherein they are laid down in a 
much ſoberer, and more intelligible manner, than 
in the piece he has publiſned on Regeneration; 
which indeed is pretty much in the Stile and 
Language of Jacob Behmen. * 
6. However, what is here extracted will, I 
hope, be ſufficient to givean Idea of this Gentle- 


man's Scheme, and how that he ſometimes leans *| 
towards the Calviniſts,and ſometimes towards the 


Arminiant, without directly falling in with ei- 
ther. But the misfortune was, That his Pupils, 
the Methodiſts were not ſufficiently aware of 


this. They knew not from whence he had ta- 


ken his materials, or how far they were to go 
on either ſide, and where to ſtop. Ty 


7. But with a crude and undigeſted notion of | 


this ſyſtem in General, Mr h:tfeld ſet out from 
the Univerſity, preaching up the neceflity of 
the new Birth or Regeneration. And as his Ma- 
ſter had taught him, That Regeneration was 
really and literally true, and not a figurative: or 
metaphorical expreſſion, he ſaid ſo too; Tho he 
did not know, that his Maſter s Principles led 


him to maintain it in a ſenſe oppoſite to the 


Calviniſtical. Y 
8. Upon the broaching of this notion Peo- 


. 
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0 

1 
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ple thought, that it was a branch of the Calvi- .| 


niſtical Syſtem revived, and argued with him up- 


appriſed of ſome time before: Tho'-either thro' want of Atten- 
tion, or the Impetuoſity of their Zeal, or ſome other Cauſe, ſome 
of them never digeſted the Principles of it aright, but made moſt 
egregious Blunders: — As the Sequel plainly ſhews. TOY 

Since the Writing of this, Mr Law has verified this Conje- 
cure by his laſt Piece, yiz. The Appeal, wherein He beſtows high 
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on that ſuppoſition. Here the poor man was 
in a maze. He knew nothing of Caloini ſin, nor 
could he tell how to ſupport his own fide in- 
dependently of it. But as all people imagined 
it was Calvini ſin he was driving at, ſome ot that 
& perſuaſion undertook to extricate him out of 
his difficulty, by defending his notions upon 
the Calviniſtical Scheme. This he took very 
ne i kindly, and was glad to find his expreſſions 
-l- F countenanced by ſo many great men, as his 
ls, Friends produced on that fide the Queſtion. 
of The conſequence of which was, that it natu- 
a- rally threw him to read ſuch Books, which 
0 ſeem d to plead his cauſe, and to have a liking 
for them. And thus it happened through a 


of Blunder on his fide, and a M:ſtake of the Que- 
m * tion on all fides,. that Mr Mhitfield fell in with 
of the Calviniſtical party, and looked upon them 
*- as his Patrons and Advocates. 
as | 9. But it muſt not be imagined, that he pre- 
r ſently became an Adept in the Caluiniſtical Con- 
e troverſy, and threw off Mr Law's Syſtem all at 
d once; for it was ſome time before he under- 
4 ſtood his new Credenda, or ſo much as knew the 
nature of the five points, and how they hung in 
a chain one upon another. And as a proof of 
this, I beg leave-to obſerve that in a Sermon 
on Fuſtification, He betrayed ſuch a downright 
Ignorance of the Subject, that.at the ſame time 
he ſpoke of imputed 7:ghteouſneſs (which if ta- 
ken Calviniſtically, implies that there's no other 
difference between man and man, with reſpe& 
to obtaining the favour of God, than what is 
ran d by Imputation only) yet towards the cloſe 
„ 4 recom- 
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[ 14 ] 
recommends Repentance and Holineſs, not as the 
fruit of Juſtification, but as the condition of re- 
ceiving it. Which, if true, muſt of courſe make 
the other falſe ; Becauſe if Repenta e and Holi- 
neſs can make a difference between man and man 
antecedent to juſtification, then imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs, as Calviniſtically underſtood, cannot 


make that difference, which was made before. 


12} 


Frye, the Parent of all Holineſs and Virtue, 


This too he backed with another notion in the 
fame Diſcourſe, incompatible with Calviniſm, 
viz. Univerſal Redemption, as he afterwards con- 
felled himſelf in his anſwer to the Presbyterians 
Queries - Page 40, --- And whilſt at Briſtol, e- 
ven after his firſt return from Georgia, He ſtill 
preached univerſal Redemption, univerſal Grace, 
andꝭ the poſſibility of the Regenerate's falling fi- 
nally away, tho at that very time he held Re- 


generation Calviniſtically. | 


10. But after his return to Georgia he reac 
Eliſha Cole on God s Sovereignty, Dr Edward's Ve- 
ritas redux, and ſome other Syſtem-writers of 
that party, and got a little more ſtock of Know- 
ledge of his Scheme. Here he ſeem'd to thro\ 


up Mr Law entirely, maintaining all the five I 


points Calviniſtically. Here too he got an in- 
fight that he muſt break with the Quakers, for 
he ſaw that their notions of the inward Cbriſt, 
and inherent Perfection were oppoſite to the Do- 
* of Reprobation, and imputed Righteouſ- 
nels. | Ni 
rt, Now the way how he came to fall in 
with them at firſt was this; His Maſter Mr Law, 
had aſſerted the Truth and Reality of an imward 
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as I have before obſerved. But he did not 
mean this in the Senſe of Barclay, He only 
meant that Chriſt did communicate ſuch a por- 
tion of his Grace to al mankind, after the loſs 
ſuſtained in Adam, as prepared or qualified them 
to be hearers of his word, and to co-operate with 
mo hs «And if _ 2 not * 
che) a Paſſibility or Capaci this degree 

«Goodneſs in — Ang from all — 
© Revelation, how could mankind be fit for 
«God to make a Revelation to? For if men 
«could not be in h State of Goodneſs, fo as 


tte be prepared or gualifed Hearers of the Word 
1 « of God, why ſhould God ſpeak to them? Or 
„ hy ſhould the voice of Chriſt be ſounded, 


«it there were no Sheep that could know it > 
«Therefore what 1 have ſaid of the Light of 
Men, is only fo much ſaid of their Capacity 
«to receive Divine Revelation. It is only a 
«Glimmering of Light, a Seed of Goodneſs, a 
8 < Poſſibility of Pieiy, which lies only in the Soul, 
Las the beginning of it's Salvation, and there- 
fore is in great want of, and muſt be much 
« benefited by further Revelation from God. 

64 have not conſidered it as a ſbeciet of Re- 
d ligion that may truſt in igſalf, or {et up itſol 
4againſt Divine Revelation, as having no need 
of it. When it is this it is not the Religion 
that I ſpeak of, Sc. (Anſwer to the Plain 
Account p. 254, 255.) 

However, as Mr Law us d (to ſpeak the ſoft- 
eſt) many vuguer ded expreſſions, and ſome of the 
e Terms with the Quakers, this was ſufficient 
cauſe for ſuch a warm man as Mr <> — 
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think that their meanings muſt be the ſame too. 


So that we find him joyning with them all a- 
long, till the above-mentioned accident threw 


him into the Predeſtinarian Scheme. 


12. Yet notwithſtanding all this, his old Prin- 
ciples do ſtick ſo cloſe to him, that he has not 
got over them all to this Day. That notion 
particularly of the ſeed of the woman bruiſing the 


ſerpents head, or the enward: Chriſt, is ſuch a fa- 


vourite, that he cannot part with it, tho the 


Presbyterians of Penſilvania, who are Calviniſts, 


and his friends, have animadverted very ſmart- 


ty upon him for it, in a Pamphlet entitled,“ An 
Extract of Sundry Paſſages taken out of Mr 


tc hitſields printed Sermons, Journals, and Let- 


ce ters together with ſome Scruples propoſed in 


“proper Queries rais d on each Remark . Some 


particulars of which it may not be improper to 
inſert. ä = 


Extract Pag.1 3, III. In the ſame Sermon (viʒ. 


on Acts XIX, 5.) p.18, He faith, © You have paſ- 


&« ſed through the Pangs of the nem Birth, and now 
Crejoyce that the man * Feſus u ſpritually form d 
ein your hearts, To the ſame purpoſe, if we 


Erightly apprehend it, is what we find in the 
Letter aforeſaid (v:z, againſt the Whole Duty of 


“Man) pag. 5. where paraphraſing upon theſe 
«words, The ſeed of the woman ſhall brurſe the ſer- 
ce pents head: Mr Whitfeld writes thus, The ſeed of 
ce zhe woman, i. e. Feſus Chriſt (who in all Probability 
c mas ſpiritually conceived that inſtant in the heart 


«of Eve) ſball braiſe the ſerpents head.” --- 


Quer. I. Had the man Chriſt Feſus a real, 


„tho a ſpiritual Being, or Conception in the 


«© Days of Eve Quer. 


E 
Quer. II. bat, or who was that which was 
ſprritually conceiv d that inſtant in the heart of 
«© Eve, wherein the promiſe was given, but the 
* new Creature, or the Image of Chriſt? If ſo, 
tin what ſenſe can the new Creature, or Image 
*of Chriſt in us be called the ſeed of the woman, 
«or the man Chriſt Fefus > Is the man Chriſt Je- 
te (us, and the new Creature in us one and the 
« ſame? Are we to believe in the new Creature, 
as the Chriſt held forth in this Promiſe ?* 
Extract Pag. 21. VI. Mr Whufeld in his Ser- 
mon on Fohn VII. 37, 38, 39, in his opening or 


explaining the Apoſtle's Commiſſion, hath theſe 


words, viz. © For tho we tranſlate theſe words, 
© baptizing them in the Name: Yet as the Name of 
«God in the Lord s Prayer, and ſeveral other pla- 
«ces, femifies hi nature, they might as well be tranſ- 
«lated thus, baptizing them into the Nature of the 
Father, into the Nature of the Son, and into the 
« Nature of the Holy Ghoſt... e | 
On this Paſſage the Presbytery raiſed two 
Queries, the purport of which is expreſſed more 
conciſely in the Preface of the ſaid Pamphlet, 
viz, If men be baptized into the Nature of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, as he ſeems to 
tc aſſert, is not this to make them, on their con- 


verſion Partakers of the Godhead, or ſome way 


*equal to the ſupreme Being? | 
Extract Pag. 23. X. In Vol. I. p.16. Mr Whit- 
field hath theſe words; It f to be feared we ſhall 
«be found naked at the great Day, and in the Num- 
cher of thoſe who vainly depend on their own righ- 
© zeonſneſs, and not on the Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſe 
<zmputed to, and inherent in them, as neceſſary 


to their eternal Salyation.” C Quer. 
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Quer. I. „How can the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, which is infinite Righteouſneſs, inhere 


cin any ſinite Creature? Muſt not we be equal- 
«ly righteous with Chriſt himſelf, if his Righ- 


c teouſneſs inhere in us? If Chriſt's Righteouſ- 


«neſs inhere in us, where ſhould there be any 
«room for, or need of the Imputation of it to 
8 

Quer. II. If it be ſaid that Mr Whitfeld in- 
ce tends no more than the neceſſity of inherent 
« Righteouſneſs, as part of our Sanctification, 
«then we would ask, Is this to be depended upon, 
*as well as imputed Righteouſneſs? Or are we 
«to have, and exerciſe à joint dependance upon 


_ EXznherent and imputed Righteouſneſs, as the 


ce and/ Quateriſm mixt together? Is not the 
" Notion that Mr Whitfield elſewhere ſeems 
«to entertain of a real, tho' ſpiritual forming 


«Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ? Is not this Calviniſim 
e 


Lok the man Chriſt Jeſus in Belieyers, the ground 


of his error in this Point. 
13. Had Mr Whitfeld rightly underſtood Mr 


Law's Syſtem, he might havò, anſwered theſe 


Queries, and have d:ſtinguiſbtd between Qua- 
keriſm, and his Maſter s Scheme juſtly enough. 


For tho they uſe the ſame Language, they do 


not mean the ſame thing. But however, be 
that as it will, both Notions of inherent righ- 


. Zeouſneſs are equally inconſſſtent with Calviniſm. 


And yet he either could not, or would not ſee 
this! For in his Anſwer, annexed to = Pam- 


_ . Þhlet (where he confeſſes himſelf a Calviniſt in 
all points, and acknowledges his for 
as to Redemption, Grace, Juſtification, and Perſe- 


errors 
/ verance) | 


( * 
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verance) He ſays, I ſee no reaſon to alter my 
«explanation of the words, baptizing them into 
&« the nature of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : 
« And, Chriſt ſpiritually concerved in the heart of 
« Eve, I mean no more by theſe expreſſions, 
«than the Apoſtle, when he ſays, Know you not 
«hat Chriſt is in you, unleſs you be Reprobates ? 
« And again, We are made Partakers of the divine 
Nature. Theſe words (in the Lord s Prayer) may 
«be left out; Tho if the word Name ſigniſies 
«God's Attributes, according to your own con- 
cc feſſion, why may it not ſignify his Eſſence ? 
«What are God's Attributes but God himſelf” 

14. Thus have I endeavoured to trace the 
Riſe, Progreſs, Variations, and preſent Incon- 
ſiſtencies of Mr Wh:tfeld's Principles. And tho 
the Account is different from that he has pub- 
liſhed himſelf in a Pamphlet intitled, © A ſhort 
“Account of God's dealings with Mr Whitfield,” 
yet I make no doubt but to an unprejudiced Rea- 
der mine appears more probable, and ſeems to 
be founded upon better authorities than his, 
For what he ſays, is, that ſometime before he 
was to take Deacon s Orders, God was pleas d 
«to enlighten his Soul, and bring him into the 
«knowledge of his free Grace, and the neceſſi- 
«ty of being juſtified in his fight by faith only.--- 
« And that Burkit's and Henrys expoſitions were 
ce of admirable uſe to him to lead him into thy, 


C and all other Goſpel-Truths, p. 56 and 57.” 


Well, be it ſo; Burkit and Henry did perhaps 
inſtill into him ſome Calviniſtical notions about 
Faith; and yet he might ſtill be ignorant of the 
real tendency, and proper conſaquence of them. 

| Nay 
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Nay 'tis plain, He was ſo: For a long time af- 
ter he was ordained both Deacon and Prieſt, he 
aſſerted Doctrines quite contrary to Calviniſm, 
as appears by many places in his Sermons, and 
his own Confeſſion, and Recantation. Judge 
therefore how much he is to be credited in that 


Pamphlet, eſpecially, when he ſubjoyns, © The 


«Holy Ghoſt from time to time has led me in- 
«to the knowledge of divine things, and I have 
4 been directed by watching, and reading the 
« Scriptures in this manner (upon his Knees) even 
«in the minuteſt circumſtances, as plainly as 
«the Jews were by conſulting the Urim and 
«Thummzm at the high Prieſt's breaſt. -— In his 
Anſwer to the Pretbyterys Queries before-men- 
tioned, he gives an account of himſelf more 
abſurd and inconſiſtent (if poſſible) than the a- 
bove; For there he ſays, I think it no diſho- 
*nour to retract ſome expreflions, that have 
«formerly dropp'd from my pen, before God 
«was pleaſed to give me a more clear know- 
«ledge of the doctrines of Grace. I can ſay 
«to the Honour of rich, free, diſtinguiſbing Grace, 
© zhat I had receiv d the Spirit of Adoption before TI 
© had converſed with one man, or read a ſingle book 


Eon the dottrine of free Fuſtification by the impu- 


«ted Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt. --- No wonder 
«then, that I was not ſo clear in ſome points at 
< my firſt ſetting out in the Miniſtry.” -- Beſides, he 
even yet retains ſomething of Mr Law's Syſtem, 
which was calculated, as on the one hand to 
oppoſe any tendency towards Pelagianiſm, and 
Socinianiſm, ſo on the other to ſtrike at the 


root of Calviniſm, and arbitrary — ; 


— 
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Tho how juſt, true, and ſcriptural it may be; 


in all it's parts, I leave it to better Judges to 
determine. — But as to Mr Whitfield, except 
this particular of the inherent, or inward Chriſt, 
he is now, in all other points, a thorough pa- 
ced Calviniſt, as his Letter in anſwer to Mr 
WWeſley's Sermon proves beyond all doubt. -- The 
caſe of which Gentleman comes next to be con- 


ſidered. — 


1. Having before laid down Mr Law's Sy- 
ſtem, anPaſſerted that it was the creed of the 
Methodiſts; I can come now directly to ob- 
ſerve, that Mr Fohn Weſley ſeemed to have ſet 
out for Georgza, without any alterations at 
all. But upon his arrival there, He met with 
ſome Moravian Teachers, who infuſed ſtrange 


particularities into him about the Aſſurances of 


Grace and Juſtrfication ; ſo that upon his quitting 


the Province, and return into Englanu, He cloſes 


his Journal with this rapturous Soliloguy; ( 1ſt 
Journal, p. 73.) 

«It is now two Years and almoſt four months, 
ceſince I lefr my native Country, in order to 
teach the Georgian Indiant the nature of Chri- 
«ftianity. But what have 1 learned myſelf in 
the mean time? Why (what I the leaft of all 
«{uſpeted) that I, who went to America to 
convert others, was never myſelf converted to 
«God. I am not mad, tho I thus ſpeak; but I 
« ſpeak the words of truth and ſoberneſs ; if haply 


l ſome of thoſe, who ſtill dream, may awake, and 


{ee that as I am, fo are they. The faith 


I want is, a ſure truſt and confidence in God, that 


«UUhrough the merits of Chrift my fins are 1 


ITruſt in Chriſt, Chriſt alone for Salvation: and 


[ 22 ] 
« and I reconciled to the Favour of God. I want 
{that faith, which St Paul recommends to all 
«the world, eſpecially in his Epiſtle to the - 
«mans: That faith which enables every one, 
«that has it, to cry out, 7 live not, w hor, 


: «Ulveth in me; and the life, which I now live, I 


«Ive by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, 
ce and gave himſelf for me. I want that faith, 
« which none can have without knowing that 
«he has it, (tho many imagine they have it, 
«who have it not) For whoſoever Math it, is 
«freed from Sin; The whole body of Sin u deſtroy- 
cd in him; He is freed from fear, having peace 
<with God through Chriſt, and rejoycing in 
c hope of the Glory of God. And he is Freed 
«from doubt, having the love of God ſhed abroad 
«:n hy heart thro the Holy Ghoſt, which us given 
«unto him: which Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with 
« by ſpirit, That he # a Child of God. (p. 75.) 

2. And upon his return to England, having 
converſed with Peter Bobler, another Moravian 
Teacher, who, it ſeems, convinced him that 
converſion was an inſtantaneous work, and that 
faith, as contradiſtinguiſhed from works, alone 
juſtifies; He felt the ſame to be true in him- 
ſelf; (2d Journal, p. 34.) | 

<In the Evening I went very unwillingly to 
4a Society in Aldergate-ſtreet, where one was 
*reading Luther's Preface to the Epiſtle to the 
* Romans. About a quarter before nine, while 
*he was deſcribing that Change, which God 
works in the heart through faith in Chriſt, I 
te felt my heart ftrangely warmed. I felt 1 did 


E 43 


«nn Aſſurance was given me, That he had ta- 
«ken away my Sins, even mine, and ſaved me 
«from the law of Sin and Death. 

3. Yet notwithſtanding theſe Aſſurances He 
had ſtill fears; for thus he writes, pag. 35. --- 
 EThurſday, May 25, 1738, The Enemy injected 
ce Fear, If thou doſt believe, why is there not 
« more ſenſible Change? I anſwer d (yet not 
«1) That I know not. But thu I know, I have now 
« Peace with God: And I Sin not to day, and Fe- 
« [us my maſter has forbid me to take thought for 
« the morrow. And again, © Monday 29th, I ſet 
c out for Dummer with Mr Wolf, one of the firſt 
«fruits of Peter Bohler's miniſtry in England, I 
«was much ſtrengthened by the Grace of God 
te jn him: Yet was his ftate ſo far above mine, 
«that I was often tempted to doubt, whether 
«we. had one faith? But without much rea- 
E ſoning about it, I held here; Tho by be ſtrong, 
& and mine weak, yet that God has given ſome de- 
Coree of Faith even to me, I know by it, fruits, 
&« For I have conſtant Peace, not one uneaſy thought; 
« 2nd 1 have freedom from Sin, not one unholy de- 
os | 

4. In June 1738, He ſet out for Germany, ac- 
«cording to what he fully purpoſed, before he 
«left Georgia, to do; hoping that the conver- 
c ſing with thoſe holy men (the Moravians) who 
«were themſelves living witneſſes of the full 
«rower of Faith, and yet able to bear thoſe 
( that are weak, would be a means, under God, 

«of ſo eſtabliſhing his Soul, that he might go 
Gon from faith to faith, and from ſtrength to 
,— 

7 5. The 


the borders of Bohemia, The firſt Houſe was 


[24] 

5. The Moravians are nothing more than a 
ſmall number of Peaſants, and a few others ga- 
thered together from all parts of Germany, but 
chiefly from Szefa, to whom Count * Zingen- 
dorf has granted nds in upper Luſatia, on 


built about the year 1720, and they have now 
about an hundred in all; and the Village is 
called Hernhuth. The Count reſides there a- 


mong them, and is their Biſhop, as well as tem- 


poral Lord. 

6. They have likewiſe Congregations at o- 
ther places, as well as at Hernhuth, which ſeems 
to be their Metropolis, particularly at Marien- 
born, and Runneburg. * At which laſt place Mr 
ee ſays, 1 firſt heard the Count preach, 
«before he arrived at Hernbutb. And on Wed- 
« neſaay 12th of July, was one of the Conferences 
«for Strangers; where one of Frankfort propo- 
c ſing the Queſtion, (an @ man be juſtified, and 
& not know it? The Count ſpoke largely upon it 
«to this Effect. 


1. <Tuſtification is the forgiveneſs of Sins. 

2. The moment a man flies to Chriſt, he is 
«juſtified. | 

3. * And has peace with God, but not al 
ways Joy. 

4. Nor perhaps may he know he is juſti- 
«fied, till long after. 


* This was wrote before the preſent War in c had reach - 
ed theſe Countries. The laſt News of Count Zinzendorf and his 
Moraviens, were, That they were ſettling in Penſilvania on the 
forks of the River Delaware. | n 
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F. For the Aſſurance of it is diſtinct from 


«Tuſtification itſelf. 

6. „ But others may know he 1s juſtified by 
«his Power over Sin, by his ſeriouſneſs, his love 
*of the Brethren, and his hunger and thirſt after 
&« ri2hteouſneſs, which alane proves the ſpiritual Life 
« zo be begun. 

7. Jo be juſtified is the ſame thing as to 

«be born of God; 
*. «When a man is awakened, he is begot- 
«ten of God, and his fear, and ſorrow, and 
«ſenſe of the wrath of God are the pangs of 
«the new Birth. , 


Then recollected what Peter Bohler had of- 
teten ſaid upon this Head, which was to this 
«Effect. | 


1, (When a man hath living faith in Chriſt, 
«then he is juſtified. 

2, „This is always given in a moment. 

3. © And in that moment He has Peace with 
«God. E 

4. Which he cannot have without know- 


4 ing that he has it. 


5. „And being born of God he ſinneth not. 


* „ 


* Theſe pangs of the new Birth were very extraordinary and ſur- 
priſing upon Mr 7eſley's firſt coming to Briftol; But ever ſince 
they have ſo dwindled away, that at preſent we hear nothing of 
them. — At that Time many of his Conyerts were ſeized with 


ſuch violent agitations, and diſtortions, and ſcreeched ſo mm 
rally, that the reſt of the Audience were very much fright'ned ; | 


But upon offering their Aſſiſtance, Mr Weſley has been heard to 
call out, Zet them alone, for they can no more help it, than the Sun can 
seaſe to ſhine, | 
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- 6. Which deliverance from Sin he cannot 
c have without knowing that he has it. p. 43,44. 


7. Auguſt 1, Mr Weſley arrived at Hernhuth: 
« And on the ↄth and 10th Inſtant had an Op- 
«portunity of talking with Michael Linnen, the 
«eldeſt Son of the Church, and largely with 
«Chriſtian David, who, under God, was the firſt 
c“ Planter of it. --- Four times (ſaith he) I enjoy- 
=o the bleſſing of hearing him Preach, during 
®the few days I ſpent here; and every time, 
e he choſe the very Subject I ſhould have deſi- 
©red, had I ſpoken to him before. Thrice he 
«deſcribed the ſtate of thoſe who are weak in 
<faith, who are juſtified, but have not yet a 
«new, clean Heart, who have received forgive- 
«neſs through the Blood of Chriſt, but — 
c not received the indwelling of the Holy Ghoſt. 
„The fourth Sermon, which he preached 
d concerning the ground of our faith, made 
c ſuch an impreſſion upon me, that when 1 went 
«home, I could not but write down the ſub- 
«ance of it, which was as follows! 
«The word of Reconciliation, which the A- 
« poſtles preached as the foundation of all they 
«taught, was, that we are reconculed to God not by 
our own works, nor by our own righteouſneſs, but 
ce mholely and ſolely by the Blood of Chriſt. 
«But you will ſay, muſt I not grieve and 
«© mourn for my Sins? Muſt I not humble my- 
<«{elf before God? Is not this juſt and right? 
And muſt not I firſt do this, before I can e- 
Krect God to be reconciled to me? I anſwer it 
js juſt and right, You muſt be * 
ce fore 
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L fore God. You muſt have a broken and con- 
 Errite heart. But then obſerve; This is not 
*your own work, Do you grieve that you are a 
Sinner? Th #« the work of the Holy Ghoſt. Are 
«you contrite? Are you humbled before God? 
« Do you indeed mourn, and is your heart bro- 
cken within you? Al tha worketh the ſelf ſame 
c Fpertt, | 


«Obſerve again, this is not the foundation. ; 


At is not this by which you are juſtified, This 


is not the Righteouſneſs, this is no part of 


«the Righteouſneſs by which you are reconci- 
*led to God. You grieve for your Sins. You 
*are deeply humbled. Your heart is broken. 
6c ell: but all this ts nothing to your Juſtification, 


“The remiſſion of your Sins is not owing to this 


* Cauſe, either in whole, or in part. Your hu- 
&« miliation and contrition has no influence on that, 
«It has no connection with it. Nay obſerve 
further, that it may hinder your Juſtification, 


« that is, if you build any thing upon it. If 


«you think I muſt be ſo and ſo contrite; 1 mult 
* grieve more, before I can be juſtified. 

This is the word, to him that believeth on 
God, that juſtifieth the ungodly, bu faith ij count- 
& 24 for Righteouſneſs, See ye not, that the foun- 
«dation 1s nothing z us? There 1s no conne- 
«ion between God and the ungodly. There 


*isno tie to unite them. They are altogether | 


«ſeparate from each other. They have nothing 
4 in common. There is nothing leſs or more in 
«the ungodly to joyn them to God. Works, 
<Righteouſneſs, Contrition? No. Ungealine/s 
ny. This then do, if you will lay a 186 0 

*toun- 


I 


« foundation. Go ſtreight to Chriſt with all your 
*ungodlineſs, Tell him, Thou whoſe eyes are 


ce as a flame of fire ſearching my heart, ſeeſt that 
* / am ungodly. I plead nothing elſe. 1 do not ſay, 


«I am humble, or contrite, but I am ungodly. 


« Therefore bring me to him that jufitfieth the 
cungodly. Let thy Blood be the Propitiation, 
«for me. For there is nothing in me but ungodli- 
© neſs. p. 53 and 54. 

8. The ſame Day (viz. Auguſt. 10.) Mr Weſley 
ſpent ſome hours in converſation with the 


ſame Chriſtian David, part of whoſe relation is 


as follows. « We found a great remiſſneſs of 
© behaviour had crept in among us (the Mora- 
«rans:) And indeed the ſame was to be found 
in moſt of thoſe round about us, whether Lu- 
«therans, or Calviniſts, ſo inſiiting on Faith, as 
©to forget, at leaſt in practice, both Holineſs 
*and good Works. Obſerving this terrible ab- 


«aſe of preaching Chriſt given for us, we began 


4 to inſiſt more than ever on Chriſt living in us, 
All our exhortations and preaching turn d on 
« this; we ſpoke, we writ of nothing elſe. Our 
*conſtant enquiries were, Is Chriſt formd in 


you? Have you a new heart? Is your Soul re- 


*newed in the Image of God? ls the whole 
© Body of Sin deſtroyed in you? Are you fully 
*aſilured, beyond all doubt or fear, that you 
*are a Child of God? In what manner, and at 
<what moment did you receive that full Aſurance ? 


If a man could not anſwer all theſe queſtions, - 


«we judged he had no true faith. Nor would 
*we permit any to receive the Lord's Supper 
**among us till he coul. 

* —— lg 
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*In this perſuaſion we were, when I went to 
Groenland, five years ago. There I had a Cor- 


*reſpondence by letter with a Daniſb miniſter, - 
on the head of Juſtiſication. And it pleaſed - 


«God to ſhow me by him (tho he was by no 


ce means an holy man, but openly guilty of groſs - 


Sins.) That we had now leand too much to 


«chis hand, and were run into another extreme. 


“That Chriſt in us, and Chriſt for us, ought in- 
«deed to be both inſiſted on; But firſt and 
*principally Chriſt for us, as being the ground 

*of all. I now clearly ſaw, we ought not to in- 
e ſiſt on any thing we feel, any more than any 
“thing we do, as if it were neceſſary, previous to 
*[uſtification, or the remiſſion of Sins. I ſaw 
*that leaſt of all we ought ſo to inſiſt upon 
the full aſſurance of faith, or the deſtruction 
*of the body of Sin, and the Extinction of all 
*it's motions, as to exclude thoſe who had not 
ce attain d this from the Lord's Table, or to de- 
“ny that they had any faith at all. I plainly 
«perceived, this full Aſſurance was a diſtinct 
Gift from juſtifying faith, and often not given 
*till long after it; and that Juſtification does 
*not imply, that Sin ſhould not ffrr in us, but 
*only that it ſhould not conquer. 

9. Mr Weſley here converſed with ſeveral o- 
ther experienced perſons, more eſpecially with 
Michael Linner, (before- mention d) David Nitch- 
man, Albinus Theodorus Feder, Auguſtine Neuſſer, 
and Zacharias Neuſſer. And as there was ſome- 
thing particular in each of theſe perſons expe- 
rzences, it may not be improper briefly to in- 
ſert it, -»» For the uſe that preſently ſhall rn 

| made 


x 


I | 


made of it. --- Some of Michael Linner's obſer 


vations were, That the Leading of the Spirit 


«js different in different Souls. His more uſual 
“Method is, I believe, to give in One and the 
c ſame Moment the forgiveneſs of Sins, and a 
«full Aſſurance of that forgiveneſs. Yet in 
“many he works, as he did in me: Giving firſt 
«the remiſſion of Sins, and after ſome weeks, 
tt or months, or years, the full Aſſurance of it. 
p. 66. | b 

The moſt remarkable part of David Nitch- 
mans relation was « delivered myſelf 
« wholly into his hands, to diſpoſe of accord- 
*1ng to his good pleaſure. In that hour, 1 ſaw, 
ce that all who believe in him, are reconciled to 
© God through his Blood, and was aſſured, that 
«1 was thereby reconciled, and numbered a- 
© mong the Children of God. And from that 
ct hour, I had no doubt, or fear, but all peace 
and joy in believing. p. 69. 

This Account is partly confirm'd, and partly 
contradicted by a paſſage out of the Hiſtory, 
which Albinus Theodorus Feder gives of himſelf, 
namely, „I fled to my Saviour, as one loſt and 
undone, and that had no hope, but in his 
*power and free mercy. In that moment I 
found my heart at reſt, in good hope that my 


«Sins are forgiven; of which I had a ſtronger a. 
* furance ſix weeks after, when I received the 


« Lord's Supper here. But 1 dare not affirm, I 
«am a Child of God; neither have I the Seal of 

*the Spirit. p. 69. 
Auguſtine Neuſſer deſcribed his ſtate of Ju- 
{tification in this manner, viz, ] lead a 17. 
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_ rials together, Let us ſee what was the Syſtem 
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«Life from a Child, And this was the great 
« hinderance to my coming to Chriſt. But God 
«has fince ſhewed me clearly that my heart 
«was corrupt, notwithſtanding all my good 


«works. 1 hen my ſelf dependence withered 
«2way. I wanted a Saviour, and fled naked to 
«him, and in him I found true reſt to my 
«Soul, being fully aſſured, that all my Sins 
«were forgiven; yet I cannot tell the Hour, 
«or Day, when I firſt receiv d that full Aſſu- 
*xrance. For it was not given me at firſt, nei- 


«ther at once; but grew up in me by de- 


ce grees. But from the time it was confirmed 
«in me, I have never loſt it; having never 
«ſince doubted, no not for a moment. p. 71. 
The Circumſtance of Zacharias Newſſer s ſpi- 
ritual State is much more ſtrange than this: 
For after having receiv d the Grace of Fuftifi- 
cation, and the Aſſurances of it, as he was re- 
ceiving the Lord's Supper, he was not ſancti- 
fied till upwards of five Years afterwards; and 
then he ſays, My Soul was filled with thank- 
<«fulneſs, and with a ſtill, ſoft, quiet joy, ſuch 
«as it is i ble to expreſs, 1 had a full Aſ- 
«ſ{urance that my beloved was mine, and I 
« was his, which has never ceaſed to this Day. 
«I ſee by a clear light what is pleaſing to him, 
«and I do it continually in love. I receive 
«Daily from him peace and joy, and I have 
«nothing to do, but to praiſe him. p. 74 
and 75. | | 
10. And now ſince Mr Weſley took ſo much 
pains, and went ſo far, to gather ſuch mate- 


(or 


SS n 
(or rather the medley) of Principles he had to 
return with to England. This will (1 believe) 
appear to be a very extraordinary and odd Com- 
poſition, when thrown into the form of a 
Creed. The Numbers quoted in it, refer to 
the numbers of Paragraphs of this account al- 


ready given. 


07 the Aſſurances of Fuſtification. 


I believe that Converſion is an Inſtantaneous 
work. Paragraph 2d. | 
And that the moment a man is converted, 
— has — faith in Chrift, he 1s juſti- 
ed. A 
Which Rach a man cannot have, without 
knowing that he hath it. 1. 
Let I believe He may not know that he is 
juſtified (z. e. that he has this living faith) 
till a long time after. 6. ; 
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| I believe alſo that the moment a man is ju- 
ftified, he has peace with God. 
Which he cannot have, without knowing 
that he Has it. 6. | 
Yet I believe he may not know that he is 
juſtified (i. e. that he has peace with God) 
1 till a long time after. 6, 9. ( Caſe of Mi- 
I * chael Linner.) | 


"i e to > be - ified ! is the ſame thing as 
to be born of God. 6. | 
And being born of God he ſinneth not. 6. 


Which 


" 
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Which deliverance from Sin he cannot have, 
without knowing that he has it. 6,9. (Caſe 


of David Nitehman.) 


Vet I believe he may not know that he is 


juſtified ( z. e. delivered from Sin) till a 
long time after. 6. 


Though 1 believe that others may know 


that he is juſtified, by his power over 
Sin, his ſeriouſneſs, and love of the Bre- 
thren, Which are Proofs that muſt be known 
to a man s Self, before they can be known to 
others, 6, | 


Of the Conditions of Juſtification. 
I believe that Chriſt formed in us, ſubordi- 


nately to Chriſt gzver for us (i. e. our 
own inherent righteouſneſs ſubordinate to 
Chriſt's merits) ought to be inſiſted on, as 
neceſſary to our ſuſtification. 8. (Chriſtian 
David's Conference.) 


And it is juſt and right that a man ſhould 


be humble and pemtent, and have a bro- 
ken and contrite heart (i. e. ſhould have 
Chriſt formed in him) before he can ex- 
pe to be juſtified. 7. (chriſtian David's 
Sermon.) 


And that this Penitence and Contrition is 


the work of the Holy Ghoſt. 7. (Idem.) 


Yet I believe that all this is nothing towards, 
and has no Influence on our Juſtification, 


7. (Idem.) 


Again 1 belieye, that in Order to obtain 


E Juſti- 
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Juſtification, I muſt go ftreight to Chriſt ' 
with all my ungodlineſs, and plead no- 
thing elfe. 7. | 

Yet I believe that we ſhould not inſiſt upon 
any thing we do, or feel, as if it were neceſ- 
ſary previous to Juſtification. 8. 


Of the Epects of Juſtification. 


1 believe that tho Juſtification is the ſame 
nas to born of God, yet a man may have 
a ſtrong Aſſurance, that he is axrages and 
not be able to affirm, that he is a Child 
of God. 9. (Caſe of Albinus Theodorus Fe- 
dier. . | 
A — may be fully aſſur'd that his Sins are 
forgiven, yet may not be able to tell the 
Hour, or Day when he received this full 

Aſſurance, becauſe it may grow up in him 
by Degrees. Though he can remember 
that from the time this full Aſſurance was 
confirmed in him, he never loſt it no not 
for 4 moment. 9. (Caſe of Auguſtine 
Neu | 

A man may have a weak faith, at the ſame 
time that he hath peace with God, not 
one uneaſy thought, and freedom from Sin, 
not one unholy defire, 3. (Caſe of Mr Ve- 

ſry.) A 
A man may be juſtified (i. e. born of God) 

who has not a clean heart (i. e. is not ſan- 
ctified.) 9. (Caſe of Zacharias Neuſſer.) 
He may be juſtified (i. e. born of God) and 


not have the indwelling of the Spirit. 9. 
| (Caſe 


L 39-3 


(Caſe of Zacharias Neuſſer, and Albinus 
Theodorus Feder.) 


11. This is the Sound and orthodox Divinity 
Mr Weſley ſo much longed after, and took ſuch 
Pains to acquire. --- And were it neceſſary, I 
believe an hundred other Al ſurdities might be 
fully and fairly made out, by deducing one ar- 
tickle from another, and comparing them to- 
gether. But what is already done, I ſuppoſe 
15 enough for a ſample of theſe diſcordia Se- 
mina Rerum. --- Only let me 2 1 up- 


on his return from Germany he ſeemed to im- 


prove in the Spirit of Inconſiſtency. For then 


he publiſh'd Extracts of two Treatiſes of Dr 
Barnet the Calviniſt (or rather the Dominican 
who ſuffered 1541.) the firſt, on Juſtification by 


faith only, and the other, on the Sinfnlneſs of 


man's natural will, and hu utter Inability to do 
works acceptable to God, until he be juſtified, and 
born again of the _ of God. Which Princi- 
ples, if added to his former Tenets, will give 
the whole a nem Vein of Inconſiſtency, and make 
the Contradictions be more groſs and glaring 
than before. | | 

12, Yet Mr Veſtey has made an Eſſay to- 
wards reconciling theſe jarring Elements, and 
reducing them into ſome kind of order and 
uniformity ; which 1 mention, not that I think 
he has ſucceeded, but only to allow him all the 
impartiality and fair dealing that is poſſible. 
What he has attempted (as I can gather it from 
his own writings, and from the moſt intelli- 
gent of his followers) is ſomething to this pur- 
8 1 >. pole 
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poſe; viz. That our ſpiritual State ſhould be 
conſidered diſtinctly under each of theſe views. 


1. Before Fuſtzfication; In which ſtate we may 
be ſaid to be wnable to do any thing acceptable 
to God : Becauſe then we can do nothing, but 
come to Chriſt. Which ought not to be conſi- 
dered as doing any thing, but as ſupplicating to 

receive a power of doing for the time to come. 
For (ſay they) the preventing Grace of God, 
which is common to all, is ſufficient to bring 
us to Chriſt, tho it is not ſufficient to carry us 
any further, till we are juſtified and born again 
of the Spirit. 

2. After Juſtification. The moment a man 
comes to Chriſt, then he is juſtified, and born 
- again; That is, he is born again in an zmperfett 
ſenſe (for there are two degrees of Regeneration) 
And he has power over all the ſtirrings and 
motions of Sin, but not a total freedom from 
them. He has Chriſt with him, but not Chriſt 
in him. --- Therefore hath not yet, in the full 
and proper ſenſe, a new and clean heart, or the 
indwelling of the Spirit, --- But being expoſed 
to various temptations, he may, and will fall a- 
gain from this condition, and be unjuſtified a- 
gain, if he doth not attain to a more excel- 
lent Gift.“ viz. | | 


— 


* Mr charles Neſtey (who was not perſwaded of the truth of the 
Aforavian Faith, till ſome time after bis Brother's return from Ger- 
many) is only arrived to this Stage of the ſpiritual Life: i. e. he is ju- 
ſtified, but not ſanctified. — And this he receiy'd but very lately. 
— $0 chat, as yet, he is only a Proba toner. 


3. S ate 


LW 
3. Saniification; the laſt and higheſt ſtate of 
Perfection in this Life. — For then are the 
faithful born again in the full and perfe& 
Senſe. - Then have they the indwelling of the 
Spirit. --- Then 1s there given unto them a new 
and clean Heart. They have obtained a com- 
pleat Victory. The ſtruggle between the old 
and nem Man is over. - And the time of their 
Probation is ended. J 
„They are freed from ſelf-will, as deſiring 
& nothing, no, not for a moment (for perfect 
«love caſtethi out all defire) but the holy, and 
«perfect will of God; not ſupplies in Want; 
«not eaſe in Pain; not Life or Death, or any 
«Creature; but continually crying in their in- 
«molt Soul, Father thy will be done! — They 
«are freed from evil thoughts, ſo that they 
«cannot enter into them, no, not for an in- 
*«(tant. Afore time (i. e. when only in a juſti- 


«fed ſtate) when an evil thought came in, 
«they look d up, and it vaniſhed away, but 


cc now it does not come in; there being no room 
«for this in a Soul which is full of God. --1 hey 
«are freed from wandrings in Prayer. --- They 
{have an Unction from the Holy One which 
«abideth in them, and teacheth them every 


hour what they ſhall do, and what they ſhall ' 


peak. Their Peace, flowing as a River, 
«paſſeth all Underſtanding. And they rejoice 
«with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. For 
«they are ſealed by the Spirit unto the Day of R- 


Mr Weſley has ſuch a peculiar turn, and tendency toward incon- 
ſiſtency in his Principles, that in his Preface to Halibwrton's Life 


(wrote February gih 1738-9, juſt after his return from Gern a he 
SOL WE ET 1 . contra- 


1 


demption. (Preface to the 2d Vol. of Mr . 
ey s Hymns. p. 6, 7.) 


Theſe words, and indeed the conſtant tenor 
of their preaching, and writing do certainly im- 
ply, as if ſuch a Perfection was attainable, and 
ought to be attained to by every one in this 
Life, before he can be received to happineſs 
in the next, as is free, not only from wilful 
Sins, from Sins of deliberation and choice (for 
doubtleſs we muſt attain to thx degree of holi- 
nels by Repentance before we can be ſaved) but 
alſo from all moral frailties, weakneſſes and im- 
perfections, i. e. from ſuch flips and failings in 
our duty, arifing from ſurprize, hurry of tem- 
ptation, or any other pitiable circumſtance, that 
are really and properly Sine of Infirmity. This 
is certainly puſhing matters to an extreme one 


— — 


contradicts all that he has ſaid elſewhere for this ſinleſi perfection, 
viz, © But it may be ſaid, The Gofpel covenant does not promiſe entire 
tc freedom from Sin, What do you mean by the word Sin? The in- 
cc fection of Nature? Or thoſe numberleſs Weakneſſes and Fol- 
© lies, ſometimes (improperly) term'd ſins of infirmiy? If you mean 
ec only this, you ſay moſt true. We ſhall not put off theſe, but 
« with our Bodies. But if you mean, It does not promiſe entire free- 
cc dom from Sin, in it's proper ſenſe, or from commining ſm: This is by 
te no means true, unleſs the Scripture be falſe. For thus it is writ- 
ce ten, Whoſcever is born of God, doth not commit ſin (unleſs he loſe the 
«Spirit of Adoption, if not finally, yet for a while, as did this 
ce Child of God) for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot Sin, be- 
te cauſe he is born of God, He cannot lin, ſo long as he keepeth himſelf, 
cc for then the wicked one toucheth him not.” 

Were he to ſtand to this expolition of his meaning, the Diffe- 
rence between him, and the Arminians, on this head, would be. 
meerly verbal, i. e. whether thoſe imperfections, involuntary ſlips, 
and undeſign d frailties (which are uſually term'd Sins of /nfirmity) 
have in them the zeal and proper Nature of ſin. — A Point, tho' 
much diſputed on between the Papirts and Proteftant which E 
humbly conceive is not worth diſputing about, 5 | 
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way, as the Calviniſts do another; Whoſe prin- 
ciples oblige them to aſſert, that a man may 


remain a Child of God (at leaſt quoad ſtatum & 


habitum) at the ſame time that he's commit- 


ting Sins, peſſimà & deliberaths machinatione. --But 
as this is likewiſe Mr Whztfeld's Doctrine, I 
{hall from hence take occaſion to enquire into 
the grounds of the Schb:zſm, between him, and 
his quondam fellow-labourer Mr We/ley. 

14. Though the diviſions and ſeparations of 
the Methodiſts, is a thing which all people of 
coolneſs, and a moderate penetration did for- 
ſee, and expect would come to pals; yet the 
breach might not have been made ſo ſoon, 
had not a foreign circumſtance, which ſhall be 
preſently mentioned, brought them to claſh 
with each other much ſooner, than they would 
have done it of themſelves. For indeed they 
had on both fides, ſuch a medley of all forts of 
principles ( Calvtniſm, Arminianiſm, Quakeriſm, 
Quietiſin, Montaniſm, all thrown together) that 
each had room enough to pleaſe hu own fancy, 
and had enough beſides to hold in common with 
the reſt of his Brethren. --- And thus they 
might have run on, at leaſt for a longer ſpace 
of time (and eſpecially had they been per ſecu- 
ted) in a continual round of rapture and in- 
conſiſtency, without ever diſcovering whether 
they agreed, or diſagreed with each other. 
--- But, in order to trace the cauſe of this ci- 
vil war to it's true and proper ſource, We muſt 
obſerve that MrWe/ley had never (ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing) renounced Mr Law's ſyſtem, by imbracing 
the Moravian reſveries, but rather 3 

theie 
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theſe to his former plan. --- Juſt as the Church 
of Rome may be ſaid to have done, with re- 


ſpe& to the Orthodox and Primitive faith. 


— So that if I may allude to a Scripture phraſe,” 


Mr We/ley was not ſo much uncloathed of his 
former principles, as cloathed upon. For Mr 
Law laid the ground work, and the Brethren 


* 


at Hernhuth raiſed the ſuperſtructure. — This 


appears to be the caſe beyond all Contradiction 
by ſome of Mr Meſleys Hymns, publiſhed 1739, 
juſt after his return from Germany, and long 
before his quarrel with Mr Wh:tfeld, viz. Vol. 


I, p. 93. 


When ſhall Concupiſcence, and Pride, 

No more my tortur d Heart divide! 

When ſhall this Agony be oer, 
And the old Adam rage no more ! 


Awake, the Woman's conqu ring Seed, 
Awake, and bruiſe the Serpent's Head : 
Tread down thy Foes, with Pow'r controul 
The Beaſt and Devil in my Soul. 


And again, p. 105. 
Lord, if to me thy Grace hath given, 
A Spark of Life, a Taſte of Heav'n, 
The Goſpel Pearl, the Woman's Seed, 
The Bruiſer of the Serpents Head; 


Why ſleeps my Principle Divine? 

Why haſtens not my Spark to ſhine? 
The Saviour in my Heart to move, 
And all my Soul to flame with Love? 


15. Now 2 


9 4 
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15. Now this is ſo evidently copied after Mr 
Law, that it ſeems to be no other than Mr 
Law's words put in metre; which ſee in his 
an{wer to the plain account, p. 171. --- Be- 
fides, the Moravians themſelves, though they 
weakly talk of zmputative Righteouſneſs, and 
of the witnels of the Spirit in a Calviniſtical 
ſtrain, yet are-profeſſed Enemies to Predeſtina- 


tion, and great Advocates for the inward Chriſt, 


and univerſal Redemption. Therefore when Mr 
Whitfield had brought Mr Weſley firſt to Briſtol, 
and left him there to take care of the com- 
mon cauſe, He preſently diſoblig d the Calvi- 
niſts (the Anabaptiſts) for not haranguing upon 
the favourite topick ; for at that time they had 
conceived great hopes of Mr Whitfield, that he 
either was, or ſhortly would be, one of them- 
ſelves. -- *The caſe (you know) ſays Mr Whit» 
«held in hu anſwer to Mr Weſley s Sermon on free 
« race, ſtands thus. When you was at Briſtol, 
ce] think you receiv d a letter, from a private 
„Hand, charging you with not preaching the 
« Goſpel, becauſe you did not preach up He- 
 <f;on. Upon this you drew a lot; the anſwer 
« was preach and print. —- Accordingly you 
ce preached and printed againſt Election. At 
«my deſire you ſuppreſſed the publiſhing the 
«Sermon when 1 was in England; but ſoon 
be ſent it into the world after my departure. 
«O that you had kept it in! — For this was 
the firſt act of hoſtility. And from this time 
forward the paper War commenced between the 
Brethren, --- But Mr Vhitfield being abſent 
loſt ground very faſt; for he could only _ 
= plain 
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plain by letter, expoſtulating and threatning 
to break with them; which he frequently did, 
as may be ſeen by one of his letters, now 
printed, and annexed to a Pamphlet, entitled 
the Perfectiuniſts examined. --- Beſides, the Meſ- 
fieurs Neſleys being of a more poetical genius, 
got great advantage over him 5 their hymns, 
which they compoſed according as occaſion re- 
quired, and diſperſed among their followers: 
one of "_ annexed to the Sermon on free 
grace, has the following lines, built upon Mr 
Law's plan of the inward Chriſt, or univerſal 
Grace. 


A Power to chuſe, a Vill t obey, 
Freely his Grace reſtores ; 

We all may find the living Way, 
And call the Saviour ours. 


Whom his eternal Mind foreknew, 
That they the Power would «/e, 
Aſcribe to God the Glory due, 


And not his Grace refuſe ; 


Them, only them his Will decreed, 
Them did he chuſe alone, 

Ordain d in elu's Steps to tread 
And to be like his Son. | 


16. Thus ſtood the war on the ſide of the 
. Weſleys; they ſo preached, and printed, and ſung, 
that the People were inſpired with a proper 
Reſentment againſt both the Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination, and the Defender of it. For ma- 
= ny 


[43] 


ny of his quondam warmeſt admirers received 
him very coolly upon his laſt coming to Bri- 
ſtol.— What he did on his part, (beſides keep- 
ing on the defenſive fide as to Predeſtination) 
was to act offenſively againſt their favourite ar- 
ticle of ſinleſs Perfection. This he thundred 
againſt in his extempore harangues with all his 
might, calling it the Spawn of Pelaginiaſm, and 
Socinianiſm in diſguiſe, the moral law ſet up in 
oppoſition to Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, the Armi- 
nianiſim of the Clergy, Self dependence, a ſpice of 
Popety, and all the hard names he could mu- 
ſter up. Some of which I verily think it 
too juſtly deſerves. --- But after all, he could 
make but a poor hand of it here in Briſtol ; 
for they had got the ſtart of him, by appriſing 
their followers of the Nature of his Tenets, 
and the Conſequences of them, by threatning to 
expell ſuch members out of the Banas, as would 
have itebing Ears to hear him, but above all 
by ſecuring the Property of the Society-Room to 
themſelves; by which means they prevented 
him from preaching there, to his great Diſap- 
pointment. --- To obviate this Dithculty as 
well as he could, he reſolved upon hiring a 
Society- Room, and having a School-houſe built, 
that he might have a place to ſet up a Pſalm, 
a Doctrine, a Tongue, a Revelation and an Inter- 
pretation of his own. - Tho I believe this pro- 
ject will prove abortive; for at — he has 
other demands for his money to ſatisfy the Cre- 
ditors on the Orphan-Houſe- Account in Georgia. 
--- And as to new ſupplies, --- the times are alter · 


ed; they riſe but poorly. 
EY 17. The 


ua! 


17, The Meſſieurs Veſleys having thus, in a 
manner, won the Day with reſpect to Mr Wh:t- 
field, let us briefly examine, before we con- 
clude, upon what ground they themſelves ſtand, 
and what probability there may be of their ſe- 
curity from any future Diviſons, and Inſurre- 
ctions of their own Party. And this is the 
more neceſſary, ſeeing the Moravian Church, 
has been rent with one Schiſm already; and 
ſuch an one, if I greatly miſtake not, as will 
enable us to foretell, without the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſy, of what ſort the next is likely to be. 
Take therefore the Account of this in Mr Me- 
ſeys own words, viz. In September 1738, when 
returned from Germany, 1 exhorted all 1 
«could to follow after that great Salvation, 
«which 1s through faith in the Blood of Chriſt; 
c waiting for it in all the Ordinances of God, and 
ein doing Good, as they had opportunity to all men. 
<<... But about Septemper 1739, while my Bro- 
«ther and I were abſent, certain Men crept in 
«among them unawares, greatly troubling and 
c ſubverting their Souls; telling them they were 
«in a deluſion, that they had deceived them- 
Eſelves, and had no true faith at all. - Nor 
ccwill you ever have it, ſay they, till you leave 
«off uſing the means of Grace (ſo called;) till 
«you leave off running to Church and Sacra- 
«ment, and praying, and finging, and read- 
ce ing either the Bible, or any other Book. For 
«you can't uſe theſe things without truſting in them. 
1 herefore till you leave them off, you can 
e never have true (i. e. juſtitying) Faith; you can 
*neyer till then truſt in the Blood of Chriſt.” 
= | | | Now, 
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Now, with Mr We/ley's good leave, I can't 
ſee the bad Logic of theſe men upon the Mo- 


ravian Scheme, 2, e. I think they reaſon right 
from wrong Principles, from falſe Premiſes - 


draw true Concluſions. For why may not 
they juſtly urge, „If there are no Condition: 


*or Qualifications required previous to Tuſtifica-" 


cin; if we may as ſoon be juſtified, without 


«having attended to the means of Grace (ſo 


«called) as by attending to them, to what uſe, 
cor purpoſe can they further ſerve? what is 
“it, they are a means of procuring? Or what 
«advantage are we to receive from the Per- 
«formance of them? Indeed were we allowed 
«to truſt, that by doing theſe things in Sinceri- 
©ry, and with a defire of pleaſing God ac- 
«cording to his Goſpel, we are rendered more 
« ft and ſuitable Objects of his grace and favour; 
then we would heartily ſet about the Per- 
«formance of them, as Duties antecedently ne- 
«eſſary to our Juſtification, And we would 
«confider ourſelves, as Perſons, who ought to 
« be prepared and qualified in our Tempers and 
Diſpoſitions (by making uſe of all ſuch Me- 
«thods as the Goſpel preſcribes) before we can 
have that Remiſſion of Sins, and Reconci- 
«liation, which was purchaſed for us by the 
4 Blood of Chrift, efefually applied to us. 
«... But ſince we mult not truſt, that we are 
«at all the more prepared, or better diſpoſed for 
*the Reception of Juſtification by any thing 
Cwe do, or feel antecedently to it, we will 
therefore do nothing, till we are juſtified, but 
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«wait in * Stilneſe, that ſo we may have no- 
ce thing of our own to truſt to, as preparatory, or 
ce :ntroduftory to the obtaining of it. For as 
«long as we, who are not yet juſtified, con- 
Ctinue in the performance of Religious Du- 
«ties, we cannot help repoſing ſome Confidence 
ce jn our own works, that they will make us more 
«apt and fitting to receive Juſtification, than 
&« otherwiſe we ſhould have been. --- Therefore 
«as we are taught to believe, that Folmeſs is 
ce not the Condition of Juſtification, but the Con- 
« ſequent of it, let us not pretend to Holineſs, 
«or to do works acceptable to God before we 
ce have receiv d it: But let us firſt receive it by 
«the imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to us, 
«and then we ſhall have Holineſs, and all Chri- 
ceſtian Graces wrought into our Souls, as the ne- 
ce neſſary Fruit, and Product of the former. 
18, This reaſoning (wherein the i Set is 


perſonated, and their Arguments drawn out to 


the beſt Advantage I could) appears to me, I. 
mult confeſs, ſo ſtrong and concluſive, that al- 


though Mr We/ley may be of another Mind, I 


believe every Perſon, d:fntereſted in the con- 
troverſy, will think he would be hard put to, 
to anſwer it upon his own Principles. For ei- 
ther he muſt give up the Doctrine of imputed 
Righteouſneſs, and make Goſpel Holineſs to be a 


_ neceſſary Qualification antecedent to Juſtifica- 


—. 


This is the Term, which theſe Heterodox Moraviens affect to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by, according as I have been inform'd by. 
the Weſteians, who pretend that they are the only Orthodox. 
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tion; or elſe, if he holds to Imputation, he 
muſt ſtrike of the Neceſſity of any Religious 
Performances as previous and requiſite to attain 
it. In ſhort there is no holding, or mixing 
both together; they are ſo incompatible, and 
contradictory to each other. And therefore 
we may venture at a Prediction, that the next 
Queſtion, that will be ſtarted, and which will 
breed a Schiſm, even among Mr Veſeys own 
Diſciples, is, Whether our own inherent Rig bteouſ- 
neſs be a conſequent of having already recetv d Fu- 
ſtification, or a Condition in order to receive it ? 
For as the former Se# ſprung up and main- 
tained their Ground with this Argument. «If 
«there are no Preparations, Qualifications, or 


Conditions required, as neceſſary to Juſtifica- 


«tion, (but faith alone which is an inſtanta- 
«neous work, and not dependent upon any 
thing done by us to attain it) we will there- 
ore not endeavour to prepare or qualifie our- 
«ſelves at all, or perform any Conditions in or- 
«der to be juſtified, but be ill. As, I ſay, 
this was their Plea, ſo the next will ariſe with 
the following Inferences, and confute Mr Ve- 
from his own words; viz. If we are to 

c wait for Juſtification (as you tell us) in all 
«the Ordinances of God, and in doing Good, 
«as we have opportunity, to all Men; Is not 
«this the ſame, in effect, as telling us, that we 
« muſt perform theſe things in order to attain 
«#2 Otherwiſe why muſt we thus wait, if we 
Gare not the nearer to receive it for ſo cy. 
«nd if we ſhall be the nearer to receive if for 
« @ doing, how can you avoid making the Per- 
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«formance of theſe things a previous Condi- 


«tion to Juſtification ? ' | 
19. When this new and future Sect is to ariſe 


among them, is not ſo eaſy to be foreſeen, as 


to the point of time, as it is, as to the Certain- 
ty of it. However, we may fairly prognaoſti- 
cate, that when the Wefle:zans begin to have cool 
Reflections, and to examine into the Ground 
of their Notions, and the Conſequences of 
them, they cannot be long before they will 
diſcover ſuch a groſs and palpable Abſurdity. 
--- What keeps them, and their Maſter too, 
from ſeeing it at preſent, and znfatuates them 
to ſuch a Degree, ſeems to me to be this: If 
they were to allow of any Conditions previous 
to Juſtification, they would, in their opinion, 
rob Chriſt of his Glory in being the ſole Au- 
thor of their Juſtification, and make Man co- 
partner with him therein. For, ſay they, if 
our Juſtification is not effected by the Imputa- 
tion of Chriſts Righteouſneſs only, then it is 
made up of two afferent Ingredients, Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, and our own; and we are ju- 
ſtified partly by the one, and partly by the o- 
ther. --- Strange that ſo plain, ſcriptural, and 
rational, a Doctrine ſhould be thus miſerably 
miſunderſtood, and miſrepreſented ! But this 
1s the Fate it meets with on all fides, from 
the Sociniant on one extream, to the Antino- 
mians on the other, --- And Mr Wesley was ſo 
frightned at the notion of conditional Fuſtifica- 
tion, that in his Preface to his firſt Volume of 
Hymns, he tell us, Holineſs of heart, as well as 


Holineſs of Life, # not the Cauſe of Fuſtification, 


but 
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but the Effet of it. Mr Whitfeld too pleaſes 
himſelf mightily in an imaginary Triumph o- 
ver the learned and judicious Biſhop of Lon- 
don on the ſame Point, where he introduces it 
with a kind of Sneer, I beg leave to ask your 
« Lordſhip, whether this does not ſavour too 
«© much of the common Divinity, vx. that we 
Lare to do ſomething for ourſelves, or, in o- 
«ther words that we have partly a Righteouſ- 
«neſs of our own, and that Fefus Chriſt is to 
make up the Deficiences of that Righteouſneſs?” 
(Anſwer to the Paſtoral Letter, p. 8.) 

20, No, Mr Whiufeld; This is not the com- 
mon Divinity of the Arminians, but the com- 
mon Blunder of the Caloimiſts in miſunder- 
ſtanding them. --- They have no ſuch notion 
of a patch-work Juſtification, or that we are 
ſaved partly by the Imputation of Chriſt's Me- 
rits to make up the Deficiences of our own;/ 
- But the Principles of their Scheme are brief- 


ly theſe, --- That Chriſt is the ſole and only 


Author of our Salvation, not by imputing his 
Righteouſneſs to us, but by purchaſing ſuch fa- 
vourable Terme of Reconciliation for us, and 
by reſtoring to us ſuch Abilities to fulfill them, 
by means of which we can only become ca- 
pable of being juſtified in the-fight of God. 
Therefore we ſay, that thoſe in this Life who 
have uſed well the Grace, that is g:ven them, 
and conform'd to the terms of the Goſpel, 
God doth Fuſtify : that is, were he to call them 
forth to the Bar of Judgment, and try them, 
He would acquit, or pronounce them not guil- 
ty. -- Becauſe Chriſt, by his * 3 
an 


50 —4 
and Sufferings, having purchaſed for them the 
Law of Repentance, as the Law by which they 
are to be judged and tryed, .and they having 
through Grace, fulfilled the Law, i. e. become 
true penitents, God therefore, for the alone me- 
rits of Chriſt, admits of their Qualifications, for- ; 
gives them their Offences, and rewards them, , 
as if they never had offended, -Here then 1s I 
no ſplitting of the Imputation, or co partner ſhip 
with Chriſt; but Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is re- 
preſented, as the ſole procuring Cauſe of our Sal- 
vation, and ours, as the only applying Cauſe, by 
performing the requiſite Conditions: i. e. They 
both tend to different Ends, one to procure the 
terms of Juſtification, and the other to perform 
them. --- So that, in ſhort, according to this 
Scheme, our Juſtification is not made up partly 
of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 'and partly of our 
own; for his Righteouſneſs is not partly im- 
puted, but not at all imputed, in the Calvini- 
ftical Senſe of Imputation. --- But the misfor- 
tune is, that the Calviniſts firſt fill their heads 
with the Ideas of imputative Righteouſneſs, and 
then imagine, when they hear us talk of the 
neceſſity of znherent Righteouſneſs in order to 
Juſtification, that we muſt mean, that we bor- 
row part of Chriſt's imputative Righteouſneſs 
to make up the Deficiences of our own. 
--- Whereas we indeed affirm, that Chriſt did 
not, in any Degree, fulfill the terms of Juſtifica- 

tion 27 our ſtead, but, on the contrary, having 
| purchaſed them for us, and procured us ſufficient 
Powers and Abilities of performing them, then 
left us to co-operate with thoſe Powers, and 
| We 2 


4 


( 51 ] 

ſo to fulfill them ourſelves. — This; I hope, 
is a plain, uniform, and conſiſtent Scheme; and 
yet the Subſtance of this Doctrine I have en- 
deavoured to explain over and over in my 
Converſation with the Methodiſts ; but either I 
am very unhappy and obſcure in my Expreſ- 
ſions, or they are ſtrangely prepoſſeſſed by a 
wrong Aſyociation of Ideas, which they could 
not ſever from each other; for ſo it was, that 
they ſeldom underſtood me, or could be made 


ſenſible of my Meaning. 
111 
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